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From the Editors' Desks
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D

L.

JETTON A.No LEONIE
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uring these cold, snowy days of winter, we wish you warm thoughts and provide you with reading
materials designed for opportunities to contemplate literacy at a variety of levels.

The articles and columns in this issue once again
address the International Reading Association's
Standards for Reading Professionals-Revised
2010.
Each of the featured articles in this issue can
be used to build upon knowledge of theory and
research-based reading instruction and pedagogy
(Standard 1: Foundational Knowledge) as well
as other professional reading standards. In their
third article in the 3-part series concerning use
of an informal inventory, Tanya Christ and Ron
Cramer focus on the assessment of word recognition and fluency (Standard 3: Assessment and
Evaluation). Through their article we learn about
how an informal reading inventory can assist in
learning how to measure and analyze students'
ability to read words in isolation and in the context
of a passage. This article also addresses fluency as
the bridge between word recognition and comprehension (National Reading Panel, Shanahan, 2005)
as well as how to assess all four aspects of fluency:
accuracy, automaticity, rate and expression. Tim
Rasinski (2009) stresses the importance of prosody
for both reading fluency and engagement. In
their article Kelli Esteves and Sara Rothenthaler
address prosody and the struggling reader. They
provide many resources for assisting struggling
readers to achieve prosody to improve comprehension (Standard 2: Curriculum and Instruction). As
noted by Fink and Samuels (2008) knowing about
how to teach basic skills is not enough to ensure
success for all readers. Educators also need to
know about aspects of education such as motivation, attitude, and engagement to enhance reading
instruction for students who are struggling, typically developing and advanced in their literacy
abilities. Gretchen Owocki demonstrates how
storytelling can support children in their literacy
learning. She provides examples of how storytelling enhances student literacy learning, diversity,
and personal engagement (Standard 2: Curriculum
and Instruction and Standard 4: Diversity). Our
final featured article by Laura Pardo, Heather
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Field, and Gina Guzdziol presents research findings
about the benefits of using Book Club. Students'
comments throughout the year revealed not only
how much they were learning in reading comprehension through the use of Book Club but also how
excited they were to talk about the books they were
reading.
Standard 5: Professional Learning and Leadership
are addressed in several ways in this issue. The
feature articles listed above provide information
that can be translated into classroom use. Our
columns provide opportunities to learn more
information about research worth knowing about,
teachers applying their own literacy skills as writers, and reviews of children's books for all levels.
In addition, this issue has information about the
55 th Annual Michigan Reading Conference: Pages
of Tomorrow, March 12-14 in Grand Rapids. The
conference offers outstanding keynotes, featured
speakers and local presenters. This year's focus
for the Research-to-Practice Institute will be the
Common Core State Standards. We encourage you
to attend both the research institute and the annual
conference to continue your professional learning.
We hope you will share your thoughts about the contributions of our authors in this issue with your col-
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leagues to continue the professional dialogue begun
here and implement the ideas that are beneficial
to you in your educational setting. Finally, we urge
you to contribute to Standard 6 by submitting your
own research or teacher as a writer piece to this
journal.
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